
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

  
From the desk of Mr. Dykstra 
 
As I write this message, we are six school days away from Christmas break. 
While it feels like this year is going by really fast, I am also sensing that staff and 
students are getting tired and most are looking forward to the break. 

With only six days of schooling left in the 2021 year, this also means that 
there are 21 class days left before exam week starts on January 24th. For our 
high school students, this means that they will be finishing up their final units and 
entering review. In their option classes, students are entering their last month to 
get their credits wrapped up. Over this past week, I have talked to a few parents 
who are wondering what they can do to help their child who is struggling in a sub-
ject. If you have questions, the best thing to do is email the subject teacher and 
request a phone call. This direct communication is the best way to get an under-
standing of where the challenges lie and what can be done in the time that is left. 
Please phone the school if you don’t have the contact information for a teacher 
and we will be happy to get that information to you. 
 As we enter this last week before Christmas break, I have also been re-
flecting on this first semester. At the school, it definitely feels like an eventful se-
mester. We have had some celebrations as well as some very difficult situations 
that we have navigated. Throughout all of this, I am grateful for the ongoing sup-
port and collaboration between the school and the school community. Without a 
doubt, there have been challenges, but over and over again the staff, students, 
and parents continue to work together in the best interest of the students and the 
school. 

As we enter this holiday season, I hope that your family has the chance to 
connect with others, rejuvenate from the challenges of this past year, and are able 
to find opportunities for celebration. I hope you have a great end to this year and a 
hope-filled start to 2022. 

TJSHS Newsletter 
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Contact Information 

Box 500 

5306 48 Ave 

Thorsby, AB T0 2P0 

    780 78903983      

Fax:  780 789 3024 

Email: 

tjshs@blackgold.ca           

 

        

 

 

  

Look for Thorsby Junior Senior High School on 

Facebook!   

Thorsby Student Union is also on Instagram and 

Snapchat.  

Instagram: ths_studentsunion 

Snapchat:   thorsbyschool 

Watch for details on upcoming events happening 

at the high school! 

2020-2021 Yearbook 
The 20/21 yearbooks are here!! If you ordered 

one, come pick it up in the office. Still want 

one,  there are copies available for $45 

2021/2022 preorders are also up on                

powerschool 

Check out the 

newly designed 

website!! 
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 From the Off-Campus Office of Mrs. Van Steenis 

The High School work experience and RAP work programs are up and going 
already this year.  There are still a few spots available for students who are still 
hoping to sign up for these programs and earn high school credits.  If you have 
questions about either program please email Mrs. van Steenis 
(kim.vansteenis@blackgold.ca) 

Post Secondary Information for High School Students 

Any students who are interested in discussing their high school programming in 

preparation for post-secondary, using MyBlueprint to explore post-secondary 

options, looking to apply for post-secondary schooling, or are interested in ap-

plying for scholarships please see schedule a meeting to see Mrs. van Steenis. 

(kim.vansteenis@blackgold.ca)  

What have the  Grads been up to this past month? 

 Lifetouch took the grad photos (should be delivered right away) 

 Jostens visited with grad rings  (Dec 1) 

 Grads worked a hockey time box fundraiser (Dec 3-5) 

 Our poinsettia fundraiser came to an end and everything has arrived and deliv-

ered 

What’s Coming up? 

*     Grads will continue fundraising in the New Year. They are planning battery and 

bottle drives for January 

 Grads are working another hockey time box in January 

 We will be choosing our Grad Date very soon 

If you have any questions, please contact one of the Staff Grad Advisors. They are:  

Kim van Steenis (kim.vansteenis@blackgold.ca) , Brilene Wohlgemuth 

(brilene.wohlgemuth@blackgold.ca)  and Shelley Gramlich 

(shelley.gramlich@blackgold.ca) 

 

Grad 2022 News 

mailto:kim.vansteenis@blackgold.ca
mailto:kim.vansteenis@blackgold.ca


 

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

 
 Christmas season is rapidly approaching and with it brings a host of excitement! 
This is my very favourite time of year! The lights, music, traditions and food are all 
things that I look forward to for months in advance and as it approaches I get 
more and more excited. A lot of families and students at our school feel this way 
also and the halls of TJSHS will be vibrating with enthusiasm (and a healthy dose 
of holiday decorating) over the next week! 
 

In my excitement though, I always try to remember that this is not the easiest time 
for all of our people. Holiday seasons can mean extra sugar and late nights (in 
high school, late slips) but it can also bring back memories of trauma, missing 
people who are no longer around, friction within families and an assortment of  
other very difficult emotions for the people we care about. It is true that we often 
see an increase in behavioral and emotional outbursts as we approach these 
longer holidays. I think it is especially important to highlight that as we draw closer 
to the beginning of the break, we also remember to be a safe place for all of those 
around us; to look with kindness at everyone and remember that behavior is a 
form of communication, especially when we lack the words to express what we 
need. 
 

I wish you all a restful break and the things that you and your families need to re-
charge and refresh. I look forward to this season for so many reasons, but also to 
the time that we will be back together again in the new year! 
 
 

Until next time,  
 

Mrs Engler 
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Vending Machine Price Increases 

We are so fortunate to have the vending machine up and running again! 

However, due to increased costs, we need to raise our prices a little bit. 

Pop/Chips  $1.25 

Chocolate Bars   $1.50 

Gatorade    $2.25 

Student Union News 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to our Christmas Elves Food Drive. 

We were very proud of how much was brought in! 

 

Dec 1st was "Dress as you Favourite Christmas Character" 

Results are as follows... 

 

1 Tied -Teachers & Grade 7 

2 Grade 10 

3 Grade 12 

4 Grade 8 

5 Grade 9 

6 Grade 11 

  

Students still wishing to join students are always welcome to attend the 

meetings (Thursdays @ 11:40 in Room 102). 

 

The front foyer was decorated by the SU kids; thank you for bringing 

Christmas cheer to the school!  
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Breakfast Program 

The Breakfast Program is offered daily to our students. Students are 

able to get fruit, yogurt, granola bars and water.  We are lucky to have  

families that are able to give donations.  Thank you once again to Cedar 

Williams for her family’s donation to the program.  Our students appre-

ciate it immensely.  

MHCB Group with Miss Angela 

Minute to Win it  
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A New Picnic Table 

Thanks so much to the Grad Class of 2021 for their donation 

of a brand new picnic table for our students.  A number of 

our students like to eat outside, so this will be well used!  

 

Our Christmas Windows 

Thanks so much to Kristina for the 

beautiful job on our windows! 
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Grade 7     Grade 8  
 
Adam Van Steenis    Dane Morrissey 
Justin Kronschnabl    Wyatt Walker 
Leah Bonik     Elijah Scheetz 
Larissa Dool     Emily Tuck 
Shelby Horn     Cole Goodman 
Cash Shaver     Kale Rosenke 
Lauren Saarela    Ethan Dobko 
Alexa Cardinal     Kyara Halicki 
Hannah Grove     Adrianne Denschikoff 
Cathryn  Halliday 
Zoe St-Laurent 

Kehven Brewster    Grade 9 
Peyton Hamilton     
      Jessie Bonik 

Grade 10     Cameron Dool 
      Sarah Scheetz 
Jessica Knopp     Teaghen Janssen 
Kassidy Crow     Coral Koltusky 
Delry Velasquez    Tara-Adel Swamy 
Austin Walker      
Hannah Boyes     

Davis Bendoritis    Grade 11 
Luuk Scholten    
Jackson Denschikoff    Eva Sanders 
Hailey Janzen     Anna Scheetz 
Deakyn MacIntosh    AJ Velasquez 
Aiden Miller     Keira Dawe 
Max Herzog     Ethan Hayman 
      Joshua Scheetz 
       

Grade 12       
 
Kennedy Crow 
Christine Baumann      
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THS Awards 2020/2021   

Celebrating Student Success 

 

Awards Donated by Black Gold Regional Schools: 

Grade 7 Highest Average Award      Dane Morrissey 

Grade 8 Highest Average Award      Jessie Bonik 

Grade 9 Highest Average Award      Jessica Knopp 

Grade 12 Highest Average Award   Matriculation- Ethan Chung 

       General-  Ashley Gunsch 

CTS Studies Scholarship       Anna Scheetz 

Athletic Scholarship     Female-  Kristina Wurban 

       Male-    Luuk Scholten  

Industrial Arts and Foods Scholarships  I/A-   Cole Pedersen 

       Foods-  Hannah Rekker 

Fine Arts Scholarship in Music   Female-  Eva Sanders 

       Male-   Wyatt Malka    

BGRS Citizenship Award    Female-  Kristina Wurban   

Male-   Ethen Knopp   
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.Awards Donated by Individuals and Community Associations:   

Chad Brod Memorial Award- donated by the Brod Family                                    Nick Spencer-Jensen 

Grade 11 Highest Average Award- donated by Thorsby & Dist. Chamber of Commerce  Kennedy Crow 

Thorsby Lions Club Volunteer Award- donated by the Thorsby Lions Club                    Britt Scholten  

Grade 10 Highest Average Award- donated by Thorsby Branch Royal Cdn. Legion        Anna Scheetz 

Ken Branton Post-Secondary Award- donated by Thorsby Branch Royal Cdn. Legion Ethan Chung  

Stanley Gitzel Mathematics Award- donated by the Gitzel Family                       Ethan Chung  

Gr. 12 John Stultz Memorial Award- donated by the Thorsby Branch Cdn. Legion          Ethan Chung  

Chancellery of Canadian Order of Decoration Award by                       Ethan Chung  

The Federal Government- Medallion 

John Elson Award for Social Studies- donated by Mr. John Elson                        Ethan Chung  

Stan Zurek Science Award- donated by Rosemarie Zurek                                                        Ethan Chung  

Tony and Pat Lefsrud English 30 Award- donated by the Lefsrud Family               Tiffany Robson  

Carl Stultz Memorial Award for English- donated by the Stultz Family 

10-1 Anna Scheetz                                20-2 Austin Rung 

10-2 Josh Scheetz                                 30-1 Tiffany Robson  

                      20-1 Kennedy Crow                               30-2 Britt Scholten  

Gillis-Magnan Memorial Award for Athletics- donated by the Gillis-Magnan Family  

                      Male- Mathew Mudry                            Female- Britt Scholten  

Thorsby Historical Society Scholarships 

Grade 7 Adrianna Sager                      10-2 Hannah Rekker 

                      Grade 8 Jessie Bonik                          10-2 Olivia Bente 

                      Grade 9 Delry Velasquez                    30-2 Ashley Gunsch  

                                                                                   30-2 Britt Scholten 

Thorsby Historical Society Scholarship- Post Secondary                             Keira Slusarczyk 

T J S H S  N E W S L E T T E R  
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Thorsby Historical Society Scholarship- Post Secondary Keira Slusarczyk 

Thorsby & District Curling Club Phys. Ed. Award   

Grade 7 Female-   Adrianne Denschikoff         Grade 7 Male-   Dane Morrissey 

Grade 8 Female-   Jessie Bonik                       Grade 8 Male-   Emerson Cella 

Grade 9 Female-   Sofia Hormazabal               Grade 9 Male-   Luuk Scholten  

Grade 10 Female- Not awarded                       Grade 10 Male- Kayden Filipic  

John Elson Coach’s Awards- donated by Mr. John Elson                 Female- Kristina Wurban 

                                                                                          Male- Ethen Knopp 

Grade 8 Award- donated by Our Lady Victory R.C. Council                                            Jessie Bonik 

Ruhr Valley Lumber High School Industrial Arts Award              AJ Velasquez 

- donated by Ruhr Valley Lumber  

 

TJSHS School Sponsored Awards 

Denise Seib Memorial Award- donated by the THS parents assoc.   

Grade 7- Ethan Dobko    Grade 10- Cohen Birch  

  Grade 8- Sarah Scheetz    Grade 11- Austin Rung  

  Grade 9- Calin Robson    Grade 12- Journey Waters 

Grade 7 Award- donated by THS Students’ Union    Dane Morrissey  

THS Students’ Union Award     Not awarded  

THS Yearbook Award      Kristina Wurban 

THS Art Award- donated by Mrs. Samantha Sauer    Juniors-         Adrianne Denschikoff 

          Erin Kang 

        Seniors-        Lindsey Powlik 

                                                                                                            Kristina Wurban 

                                                                                                            Alex Mudry  

THS French Award                                                                                                                   Sawyer Lorentz  

Secretaries’ Choice Award- donated by Tania MacLean/Cheryl Raugust/Lorelei McLeod Jacob Bourdon 

                                                                                                            Riley Fritz 
 

T J S H S  N E W S L E T T E R  
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COVID Daily Screening   
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TJSHS 

Customize Your Spirit Wear 
Get it delivered to you house ! 

Free Shipping on orders over $75 

Go to:          thorsbyjuniorseniorhighschool.entripyshops.com 

Click on “+Register” 

Fill out your information and click “Register” 

Click on the item you want to buy to be brought to the customizing screen 

On the customizing screen, choose your shirt colour, your design, and your size 

Click on the different views underneath the product picture to get a look at the arms and back of the 

product 

To add personalizations: 

a. click a view of either the arm or back of the product 

b. check off one of the check boxes depending on whether you want your name or number on the 

product 

c. type your name or number into the text box 

If you want to add multiple items to your order, click the red box that says Add Multiple Sizes and fill out 

the quantity boxes. 

Once you have your order put together, click the blue BUY button and follow the instructions on the 

next screen. 

Feel free to contact Cheryl Raugust or Lorelei McLeod at the school, 780-789-3983  
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BGSD Dual Credit Program 

BGSD offers a Dual Credit program which provides an exciting opportunity to 

BGSD high school students. Students can earn college/university credits from 

a post-secondary institution and high school credits from their school by com-

pleting college-level courses. All tuition fees are paid by BGSD. We are part-

nered with five post-secondary institutions to offer over 40 different courses this 

year.  Spots are still available and for more information check out the Dual 

Credit Handbook.  

Additionally Black Gold has the opportunity to bring the Northern Lakes College 
Mobile Trades Lab (MTL) to the Division for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Students in the program complete 16 weeks of in-person trades training (both 
hands-on and classroom) and earn approximately 24 high school credits. Upon 
completion of the program, students are also able to challenge the Apprentice-
ship and Industry Training (AIT) first period exam, giving them an accelerated 
pathway to a great career in the trades. 
 

As this is part of the Dual Credit program, there is no cost to students, saving 

them around $2500 in tuition fees. To see the MTL in action, check out the fol-

lowing video! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F7Sq0nCBfcfB7h0c5zlPXmhowSH6I43jOqfi44rWyW8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F7Sq0nCBfcfB7h0c5zlPXmhowSH6I43jOqfi44rWyW8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=APlOHjicBh4
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Early   

Dismissal 

2 3 

PD Day  

No School 

4 

5 6 7 

Poinsettia 

order pick 

up 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

Last day of 

Classes 

18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

December 2021 

Christmas Vacation 

Merry Christmas from all of us at THS! 
See you on January 3, 2022! 
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January 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 

Back to School 

4 5 

Early Dismissal 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 

PD Day No 

School 
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