
September  Newsletter

Pr incipal 's Message
Hello everyone! Welcome back to a new school year at Thorsby Junior-Senior High School. My 

name is Theo Dykstra, and this is my second year as principal at TJSHS. While I had the 

privilege of getting to know most of you last year, I look forward to getting to know those I 

have not yet met. One of the joys of being a principal is that each day is different, but the 

primary goal of working together with students, staff and parents to ensure students? success 

stays the same.

I looked at my message from last year and my hope was for a more ?normal? year. That 

remains the same for this year. I am excited to introduce more clubs and activities back into 

the school. I can feel the increased energy and excitement as we begin to have whole school 

assemblies to boost school spirit.

Some previous staff members have left, but we also have new staff who bring new skills and 

energy. I am proud that at TJSHS every staff member gets to know every student throughout 

the school year, and that our daily work is driven by how much we care for each student. I am 

positive this is going to be a great year!

With that said, there are still many societal concerns which continue to impact us. These past 

few years spent facing a pandemic, and the current challenges of social, political, and financial 

unrest, stretch many people further than they have been before.

One of the things that I focus on when interacting with students is recognizing that all 

behaviour is a form of communication. This means that when an undesirable behaviour is 

displayed, the student is communicating an underlying factor. My goal is to explore these 

underlying factors before addressing the behaviour that was expressed. I am becoming 

increasingly aware that this is equally true in our interactions as adults. When strong 

emotions are involved, this can be very challenging; if we look past these emotions and see 

the underlying fears and concerns, we can find solutions.

This year I encourage everyone to be gracious to each other and ourselves. If there are 

concerns, start by assuming misunderstanding rather than malintent, and articulating a 

common goal can be a good starting point. In the case of our work at TJSHS, our common 

goal is to help every student succeed. 

Any work that involves others can be messy, but working together to support the students is 

important and incredibly rewarding. I look forward to this school year and I hope that you will 

reach out if you have any questions. May this be a wonderfully exciting and ?normal? year!
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Meet  the Teacher  BBQ
On Thursday, September 22, from 3:30 to 6:00 
pm., Thorsby Junior Senior High School is hosting 
our Meet the Teacher BBQ. Come stop by for a hot 
dog and a beverage, and meet our new and 
returning staff!

Calendar
Sept em ber  16

PD Day No School

Sept em ber  20

Picture Day

Sept em ber  20

RCMP Presentation

Sept em ber  30

National Day of Truth and 
Reconciliation  No School

Sept em ber  22

Meet the Teacher BBQ

3:30-6pm

Sept em ber  29

Terry Fox Run

Oct ober  10

Thanksgiving

No School

Just  a Fr iendly Rem inder
As fall approaches, and we enter cold and flu season, 
TJSHS is requesting that students who are 
experiencing symptoms of illness stay home until 
their symptoms have improved and they feel well 
enough to resume normal activities.

More specific recommendations can be found 
athttps://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx

Inter nat i onal  Students
From November 19 to December 17, TJSHS will be 
hosting 3 international students from Columbia. This is 
an opportunity for our students to form friendships with 
students from another country and it provides these 
students with the opportunity to practice English and 
experience our community. TJSHS will be getting 
students in grades 9 and 10. Please see the linfo  pages 
in tihis newsletter.

 Please emailtheo.dykstra@blackgold.caif you have 
questions or to express interest.

Oct ober  11

PD Day  No School

Sept em ber  23

Jostens Ring Day

https://www.alberta.ca/isolation.aspx


  3

Libr ar y News

 If you found any library or textbooks over the 
summer, you can still bring them back! If books 
are returned, charges on your power school 
account!

Grads: All out st anding fees need t o be paid 
pr ior  t o buying grad t icket s

Library is open at lunch--come in and say Hi! I also 
welcome any book suggestions! I am always eager 
to add to our collection.

School  Contacts

Address

Box 500

5306 48 Ave

Phone 

 Phone:       780 789 3983

Fax:             780 789 3024

Em ail

tjshs@blackgold.ca

Inst agram

tjshs_insta

Facebook

Search for our page:

Thorsby Junior Senior High 
School

Websit e:

tjshs.blackgold.ca

2021-2022 Year books
 The 2021-2022 yearbooks are being printed as we 
speak! They should be here Mid October. 

If you didn't order one, that is fine! We will have 
extras for sale for $40

We still have 2020-2021 yearbooks for sale as well! 
Cost of these is $40

Interested in helping with the 2022-2023 
yearbook?  Talk to Mrs. Mcleod or Mrs. Raugust

Br eak fast  Pr ogr am
We are fortunate to be able to offer 
breakfast to any of our students who may 
need or want some breakfast. We welcome 
donations to this program. We will accept 
yogurt, yogurt tubes, cheese strings, nut 
free granola/breakfast bars and fruit. 



Meet  our  Staf f
Every year we like to introduce our THS families to 
our fabulous staff. Check out their bios here! 

Welcome to our new members, Ms Turner, Ms 
Enseleit , Mr. Gourley and Mrs. Hrytsak!

Ms Diana Tur ner
My name is Diana Turner and I am so excited to 
be starting my first year of teaching at TJSHS! I 
grew up down the road from Thorsby (near 
Sunnybrook) and for the last fifteen years, I 
have called Leduc my home. Before becoming a 
school teacher, I had the pleasure of teaching 
private piano and voice lessons for six years. I 
spent my summer kickboxing, taking care of my 
plants, and playing Beatsaber. This year, I will 
be teaching all the best subjects: English, 
health, and fine arts options!

Mr . Scot t  Gour ley
My name is Scott Gourley. I currently teach grade 7 
Language Arts, Health, and junior high Sports 
Performance. I am a huge bookworm - I love reading 
and have a degree in English from MacEwan 
University before I got my Education degree. In 
addition to reading, I also have a passion for sports. I 
have been coaching high school volleyball for the 
past few years, and a few of my friends and I love to 
compete in trail races in the summer to keep us 
moving.
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Ms Tayler  Enselei t
 My name is Tayler Enseleit. This is my first year at 
TJSHS and I will be teaching Science 7, 8 and 24, 
Math 8 and Junior High Foods. I grew up in 
Edmonton but am excited to be a part of the 
Thorsby community. My favorite hobby is camping 
(year-round), but I also enjoy getting out on a bike 
ride, baking up a storm or doing some DIY home 
projects.

Mr s. Tr i sh Hyr tsak
My name is Trish Hrytsak and this is my first year at 
TJSHS, but my fourteenth with Black Gold Schools.  I 
teach ELA 9, am the personal counsellor, learning 
support teacher, and wellness and literacy leads.  I 
love the mountains, kayaking and travelling, 
particularly when I am with my husband and my dog 
Charlie.  We spend much of our time with friends 
and family, particularly with our nieces and 
nephews, where we watch rodeo, hockey, and 
basketball.

My name is Samantha Sauer. I have been at 
Thorsby since the 2008-2009 school year when I 
graduated from the University of Alberta.  I also 
completed my Masters in Education in Curriculum 
Studies through the University of New Brunswick 
in May 2016.  This year I am teaching: Social 7, 9, 
10-1; ELA 10-2 JR Art. I love to read, garden, cook, 
hunt and fish and spend time with my family. 

Mr s. Sam  Sauer
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Mr . Tyler  Ver ge
My name is Tyler Verge. This is my second year in 
Thorsby Jr/Sr High School.  I am originally from 
Newfoundland where I graduated with A B.Sc. in 
Mathematics minoring in Physics. I then moved to 
Alberta to work in the oil field where I worked for 10 
years. I then decided to pursue a B.Ed. from the 
University of Alberta.
In school I teach Math, Science and Computers at both 
the Jr and Sr High levels. I am always trying to get kids 
involved in Math through the Math Help Center or 
through Math Competitions that are held weekly. I?m 

married to my wife Micheala and we have two wonderful 
children. In my spare time I like to play fantasy hockey 
and football a litt le too much, and I like sitting outside to 

a nice fire with my family.

Mr . Br ent  Pr oc
I am excited to be part of the staff of Thorsby Jr/Sr. School. I grew up 

in the Calmar area and graduated from Calmar High School. I 

attended the University of Alberta, receiving a Bachelor of Education 

degree. My teaching experience includes 15 years with Black Gold 

and Parkland School Divisions. My goal for the CTS(Industrial Arts) 

program is to provide students with a wide range of interesting and 

unique projects. My hobbies include woodworking, hunting, fishing, 

and numerous other outdoor activities. 

Mr . Jonah Fei l
 My name is Jonah Feil. I have been teaching in 
Thorsby since 2015. I am the Athletic Director and 
Physical Education teacher and this year I am also 
teaching Social Studies 8. Last year my wife and I 
had our first child (August). He is a handful. All he 
wants to do is move, move, move and he never 
wants to be left alone. He will be the reason I am 
half asleep some days. We also have two dogs 
(Boo and Charlie). Looking forward to another 
year at TJSHS.
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Mr s. Shel l ey Gr am l i ch
I have been teaching in Thorsby since the 1999/2000 school 
year. In the time that I have been at Thorsby,I have taught CTS 
-Information Processing, Design, Communications Technology, 
Computing Science,Digital Media, Robotics,Esthetics and 
Cosmotology, LA, Social, Math, French,PhysEd, Psychology and 
Sciences, as well as facilitating several online courses and 
options. I am a Certified Yoga Instructor, Swim (Red Cross and 
RoyalLifesaving, NLS), Synchro, Therapeutic Foster Caregiver, 
freelance writer and have coached cheerleading. I have five 
adult daughters and 15 grandchildren, ranging in age from 1 
year old to twenty six years old. I also have one foster girl, two 
cats and a 120 lb American Bulldog.My interests andhobbies 
are too diverse and numerous to list, but include yoga, water 
sports, sewing and crafting. I spent a week this summer at the 
Computer Science Teachers of America 2022 Conference in 
Chicago. I am the VP of the Alberta Chapter of the CSTA.

Mr . Theo Dykst r a
Hello, my name is Theo Dykstra and I have the pleasure of 

being the principal of Thorsby Junior Senior High School for a 

second year and hopefully for many years to come. Prior to 

my role as principal, I taught at TJSHS for three years 

previously. I am super excited about this school year as we 

return to many of our regular school clubs, teams and 

activities. Outside my role at the school, I live with my wife and 

children in Leduc. With the start of this school year, I now have 

children in the work world, post-secondary, high school, junior 

high, and a litt le one starting preschool. It looks like it will be 

another fun and busy year. I greatly appreciate the students at 

TJSHS as well as the support I receive from the parents that I 

have the pleasure to talk to and work with.
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Mr s. Lor elei  McLeod
My name is Lorelei McLeod.  I am the head secretary 
at TJSHS.  I've been with Black Gold since 2011 and 
TJSHS since 2012.  I have 2 children.  My daughter 
teaches grade 1 at Calmar Elementary, and my son 
graduated last year from Warburg School.  I enjoy 
camping, hiking, paddle boarding, and riding my 
horses.

Mr s. Cher yl  Raugust
This is my 7th year at THS. I am the Librarian and 
Finance Secretary. I live in Thorsby with my 
husband and 2 senior dogs. I have 2 grown 
children and on October 1, I will gain a new 
daughter in law, Corbin. In my spare time, you can 
find me behind my sewing machine or my nose in 
a book!

Mr s. Kathy Ver hun
My name is Kathy Verhun and  I am an  Educational 
Assistant at TJSHS.   I live outside of Thorsby with my 
husband Dan. He is retired and spends his time raising 
cattle and grain farms. I have 2 great sons. Doug and his 
girlfriend Amber, Doug is currently a Director at AMA and 
his girlfriend Amber teaches at NAIT.  My youngest son 
Chris and his wife Jenna run their own finishing carpentry 
business, Jenris Creations, and are also raising their 
children, Broc 7 and Ayla 4 .Both of my sons live on 
acreages outside of Calmar. I am passionate and proud of 
the community that I live in.   To all the students, strive to 
do your best, let?s all have a great year.
.
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Mrs. Jody Mit chell
Hi I am Jody Mitchell. I enjoy working as an Educational Assistant at 

TJSHS.  I live at Pigeon Lake with my husband and my son Colin who is in 

grade 11 and is an avid outdoorsman and rugby player.  As for my other 

3 children who all attended TJSHS - Brent is heading to Albany, New York 

this fall as he has signed a pro lacrosse deal after graduating with a 

Biology degree at Walsh University in Canton, Ohio last year, Conrad 

who has had an exciting hockey career is starting post secondary at 

Concordia University and Sarah is in her 2nd year at Macewan 

University. We all love spending time with family and friends and living at 

the lake. I look forward to another school year in Thorsby. 
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Shop Class



13

Students of all ages, genders, and sexualities are 
invited to meet with the Gender and Sexuality 

Awareness club at lunch on Mondays in Room 105 
(Miss Turner 's room). The purpose of the club is to 

create a safe and accepting environment for 
students to eat lunch and make new friends. 

Students involved in the club may wish to organize 
special events, fundraisers, or activities.
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Senior  Cos



16



17

Our  Fi r st  Assem bly

Fun in Mat h 30-1
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